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LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS’ EFFORTS CONTRIBUTE TO
LIFTING OF MOST COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
By Sarah Ravenhall, Executive Director, NYSACHO

“The lifting of most remaining COVID-19 restrictions is a moment we
have all longed for, and one that was made possible in part by the
sacrifice and hard work of local health department (LHD) leaders and
staff in carrying out their core public health activities. The tireless LHD
response to the pandemic, in particular their central role in contact
tracing efforts and the implementation of an historic mass vaccination
program, were key to New York State reaching the 70% threshold.
“We offer our profound thanks to the thousands of local public health
workers who risked their own welfare and safety to protect their
communities, and also want to thank and acknowledge our first
responders, health care workers and community partners in working
together with their local public health leaders to reach this milestone. Our
local health departments were there for us when we needed them most.
We also want to thank the public for their patience and their adherence
to public health measures, which, while challenging, were critical to
slowing the spread of COVID-19.
“Notwithstanding this long-awaited day, there is still work to be done.
COVID-19 positivity rate is down, but the virus is still around. We
continue to remain concerned about variants, particularly the Delta

variant, and urge the public to continue voluntary precautions, and most
importantly, get vaccinated and encourage those eligible family and
friends who remain unvaccinated to get their COVID-19 vaccine.
If you are eligible but haven’t been vaccinated, make an appointment
now. If you’re due for a second COVID-19 vaccine dose, make sure you
get it. Please do your part to ensure that you are fully protected against
this virus and help to end this pandemic.”
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