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Vaccinations protect the individual and the 

public from life-threatening, preventable 

diseases

Thank you for all you are doing! 

Thank You!



 JoEllen Wolicki is a federal government employee with no financial 
interest or conflict with the manufacturer of any product named in 
this presentation.

 The speaker will not discuss the off-label use of any vaccines.

 The speaker will not discuss a vaccine not currently authorized or 
licensed by the FDA.

 The use of trade names is for identification purposes only and 
does not imply endorsement by the ACIP or CDC.

Disclosures



 The recommendations to be discussed 
are primarily those of the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP):
• Composed of 15 nongovernment experts in 

clinical medicine and public health

• Provides guidance on use of vaccines and 
other biologic products to DHHS, CDC, and 
the U.S. Public Health Service

 Watch the meeting via live webcast 
• Currently meetings are virtual with no in 

person attendance  

Disclosures

CDC ACIP meeting website  http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/upcoming-dates.html. Accessed 7/25/2020. 

Upcoming ACIP meetings

November 2–3, 2021  



Seasonal Influenza Update 



• Estimates from the 2019-2020 season are preliminary and may change as data are finalized.

• Disease Burden of Flu, Estimated Range of Annual Burden of Flu in the U.S. from 2010 – 2020 www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/index.html.  Accessed 10/11/2021



Annual influenza vaccination continues to be recommended 
for persons 6 months of age and older without 
contraindications or precautions*

While vaccination is recommended for everyone in this age 
group, there are some for whom it is particularly important—
• Persons 6 months of age and older who are at high risk of 

complications and severe illness
• Contacts and caregivers of these people, and of infants younger than 6 

months of age (because there is no vaccine approved for infants this 
age)

2020–21 ACIP Influenza Immunization  

Recommendations 

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 Egg-based vaccine

– A/Cambodia/e0826360/2020 (H3N2-

like)

– A/Victoria/2570/2019 (H1N1-like)

– B/Washington/2/2019 (Victoria)

– B/Phuket/3073/2013 (Yamagata)

 Cell-culture and recombinant 

vaccine

– A/Cambodia/e0826360/2020 (H3N2-

like)

– A/Wisconsin/588/2019 (H1N1-like)

– B/Washington/2/2019 (Victoria)

– B/Phuket/3073/2013 (Yamagata)

2021-2022 Influenza Vaccine Strains

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 May administer any licensed, age-appropriate influenza vaccine 
product, including LAIV4, IIV4, RIV4, or ccIIV4 

 The choice should primarily be driven by the age-indication and 
contraindications and precautions

 Where more than one type of vaccine is appropriate and available, 
CDC/ACIP has no preference for a flu vaccine product over another
• For example, no preference for high-dose vs standard dose for persons 65 

years of age and older. 

Choice of Influenza Vaccine Product

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 Flucelvax (ccIIV4)*age indications expanded to include persons 

2 years old and older.
• Previously approved for persons 4 years old and older

Influenza Vaccine Product Update

*cell culture inactivated vaccine

Flucelvax prescribing information www.fda.gov/media/115862/download accessed 10/11/2021

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021 



 Influenza vaccine usually becomes available in July.

Optimal vaccination – vaccinated by the end of October

Certain persons should be vaccinated earlier rather than later, 

including: 
• Children, especially those 6 months through 8 years of age who require 

2 doses

• Persons who are in the third trimester of pregnancy

Continue vaccinating throughout influenza season.

Timing of Influenza Vaccination

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



Children 6 months through 8 years* of age with:  
• No previous doses of influenza vaccine, or  

• 1 documented dose before July 1, 2021, or   

• Unknown history 

2021–22 Influenza Vaccination Schedule for Children 

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021

Dose 1 Dose 2 

Completed series**

No additional doses 
are needed this flu season 

At least 4 weeks 

*2 doses are recommended even if the child turns 9 years of age before receiving dose 2
**Both doses do not have to be the same type of influenza vaccine or product 



Children 6 months through 8 years of age who have had           

2 doses before July 1, 2021*

Children 9 years of age and older, regardless of immunization 

history 

2021–22 Influenza Vaccination Schedule for Children 

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021

1 dose 

No additional doses 
are needed this flu 

season 

*Note: Both doses do not have to be administered during the same season or consecutive seasons

Both doses do not have to be the same type of influenza vaccine or product



These now vary by brand of influenza vaccine

Contraindication – based on a safety concern, vaccine should 

be withheld

Precaution – based on a milder safety concern, a concern with 

vaccine effectiveness, or a concern with diagnosis of a new-

onset medical condition – a risk benefit analysis should occur.

Contraindications/Precautions to Influenza Vaccine

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



History of severe allergic reaction (e.g. anaphylaxis) to any 

component of the vaccine (any valency) or to a previous (or 

prior) dose of any influenza vaccine (IIV, ccIIV, RIV, LAIV–any 

valency).

Contraindications to Egg-based Influenza Vaccines

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



History of severe allergic reaction (e.g. anaphylaxis) to a 

previous (or prior) dose of any cell-culture vaccine (any 

valency) or any component of cell-culture vaccine (any 

valency).

Contraindications to Cell-culture Influenza Vaccine

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



History of severe allergic reaction (e.g. anaphylaxis) to a 

previous (or prior) dose of any recombinant influenza vaccine 

(any valency) or any component of recombinant influenza 

vaccine (any valency). 

Contraindications to Recombinant Influenza Vaccine

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 History of severe allergic reactions (e.g. anaphylaxis) to any component of the vaccine (any valency) or to a 

previous (or prior) dose of any influenza vaccine (any valency) 

 Concomitant aspirin or salicylate-containing therapy in children and adolescents

 Being a child aged 2-4 years and having received a diagnosis of asthma or whose parents or caregivers report 

that a health care provider has told them during the preceding 12 months that their child had wheezing or 

asthma or whose medical record indicates a wheezing episode has occurred during the preceding 12 months 

 Altered immunocompetence

 Anatomic and functional asplenia (e.g. sickle cell disease)

 Close contacts and caregivers of persons requiring care in a protected environment

 Pregnancy

 CSF leak

 Receipt of influenza antiviral medications within the previous 48 hours (oseltamivir/zanamivir), 5 days 

(peramivir), 17 days (baloxavir)

 Cochlear implant

Contraindications to Live-attenuated Influenza Vaccine

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



Moderate or severe acute illness with or without fever

History of Guillain-Barré syndrome within 6 weeks of receipt 

of influenza vaccine.

Precautions to Egg-based Influenza Vaccines

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



Moderate or severe acute illness with or without fever

History of Guillain-Barré syndrome within 6 weeks of receipt 

of influenza vaccine.

History of severe allergic reaction to a previous (a prior) dose 

of any other influenza vaccine (IIV, RIV, or LAIV–any valency).

Precautions to Cell-culture Influenza Vaccine

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



Moderate or severe acute illness with or without fever

History of Guillain-Barré syndrome within 6 weeks of receipt 

of influenza vaccine.

History of severe allergic reaction to a previous (a prior) dose 

of any other influenza vaccine (IIV, ccIIV, or LAIV–any valency).

Precautions to Recombinant Influenza Vaccine

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC



 Moderate or severe acute illness with or without fever

 History of Guillain-Barré syndrome within 6 weeks of receipt of 

influenza vaccine

 Asthma in persons 5 years old and older

 Other underlying medical conditions that might predispose to 

complications after wild-type influenza infection (e.g. chronic 

pulmonary, cardiovascular [except isolated hypertension], renal, 

hepatic, neurologic, hematologic, or metabolic disorders [including 

diabetes mellitus])

Precautions to Live-attenuated Influenza Vaccine

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 Mostly unchanged from last few seasons

– LAIV is an option again this season.

 Egg-allergic persons can receive any licensed, recommended vaccine that is otherwise appropriate, 

including age indications (IIV, RIV4, or LAIV4).

 For persons with a history of severe allergic reaction to egg (i.e., any symptom other than hives):

– “The selected vaccine should be administered in an inpatient or outpatient medical setting 

(including but not necessarily limited to hospitals, clinics, health departments, and physician 

offices). Vaccine administration should be supervised by a health care provider who is able to 

recognize and manage severe allergic conditions.”

– RIV4 and ccIIV4 are exceptions to this rule.

 No specific postvaccination observation period recommended

– Per the ACIP General Best Practice guidelines, providers should consider observing all recipients of 

any vaccine for 15 minutes to avoid injury due to syncope.

Influenza Vaccination of Persons with Egg Allergy

ACIP Influenza Vaccine Recommendations | CDC



ACIP Recommendations: COVID-19 Vaccination 



ACIP Recommendations 

U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Product Information | CDC accessed 10/18/2021 25

 COVID-19 vaccination is recommended for all 

people 12 years and older. 

 Recommendations apply to the use of: 

• Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved 

Pfizer-BioNTech (COMIRNATY) COVID-19 

Vaccine in persons 16 years of age and older

• Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, and Janssen 

(Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 vaccines under 

the FDA’s Emergency Use Authorization (EUA)

 Guidance may change as further information 

becomes available.



Adolescents aged 12 through 17 years are eligible to receive 

the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine and may be vaccinated 

with appropriate consent. 

• Follow state/jurisdictional policies and practices for routine 

immunizations in this age group. 

Persons 18 years of age and older are eligible for any COVID-

19 vaccine product including Janssen/J & J, Moderna or Pfizer-

BioNTech vaccines. 

ACIP COVID-19 Recommendations

ACIP COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/19/2021

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/19/2021 26



 COVID-19 vaccination is recommended for everyone 12 years and older for the 
prevention of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in the United States

 COVID-19 vaccines currently approved or authorized by FDA are highly effective
in preventing serious outcomes of COVID-19, including hospitalization and 
death

 Available evidence indicates that these vaccines offer protection against known 
variants, including the Delta variant (B.1.617.2), particularly against 
hospitalization and death. The Delta variant, currently the predominant SARS-
CoV-2 variant in the United States, is associated with increased transmissibility

 Efforts to maximize the proportion of people in the United States who are fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19 remain critical to ending the COVID-19 pandemic

Key Messages



 COVID-19 vaccination is recommended for all people 12 years of age and older, including 
people who are: 
• Pregnant
• Lactating
• Trying to get pregnant, or might become pregnant in future

 COVID-19 and pregnancy
• Increased risk of severe illness (hospitalization, ICU admission, mechanical ventilation, death)
• Increased risk of preterm birth 

 COVID-19 vaccination
• Does not cause infection either in the pregnant person or fetus or lactating person or infant
• Growing body of evidence on safety and effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccination in pregnancy

 Any FDA-approved or FDA-authorized COVID-19 vaccine can be administered 
• Pregnant, lactating, and postpartum people aged <50 years should be aware of the rare risk of TTS 

after Janssen COVID-19 vaccination and the availability of other COVID-19 vaccines

 There is no evidence that any of the COVID-19 vaccines affect current or future fertility
• Routine pregnancy testing not recommended before receipt of vaccine

Considerations involving Pregnancy, Lactation, and 

Fertility

ACIP COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/19/2021

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/19/2021 28



 People with immunocompromising conditions or people who take 

immunosuppressive medications or therapies are at increased risk for severe 

COVID-19 illness

 For people with moderate to severe immune compromise due to a medical 

condition or immunosuppressive treatment, the potential to increase immune 

response coupled with an acceptable safety profile supports use  of an 

additional mRNA COVID-19 vaccine dose after an initial 2-dose primary mRNA 

COVID-19 vaccine series in this population

Immunocompromised People: Additional mRNA COVID-19 Vaccine Dose 

After 2-Dose COVID-19 mRNA Vaccine Series

ACIP COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/19/2021

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/19/2021



30

 Whenever possible, mRNA COVID-19 vaccination doses (including primary series and an 
additional dose) or the single dose Janssen COVID-19 vaccine should be given at least two 
weeks before initiation or resumption of immunosuppressive therapies
• Timing of COVID-19 vaccination should take into consideration current or planned 

immunosuppressive therapies and optimization of both the patient’s medical condition and 
response to vaccine

 Patient’s clinical team is best situated to determine the degree of immune compromise 
and appropriate timing of vaccination 

 Factors to consider in assessing the general level of immune competence include disease 
severity, duration, clinical stability, complications, comorbidities, and any potentially 
immune-suppressing treatment

 Utility of serologic testing or cellular immune testing to assess immune response to 
vaccination and guide clinical care (e.g., need for an additional dose) has not been 
established and is not recommended at this time 

Clinical Considerations: Use of an Additional Dose of COVID-19 Vaccine in 

Moderately and Severely Immunocompromised People 

ACIP COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/19/2021

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/19/2021



Moderately and Severely Immunocompromised People*

 Active treatment for solid tumor and hematologic malignancies

 Receipt of solid-organ transplant and taking immunosuppressive therapy 

 Receipt of CAR-T-cell or hematopoietic stem cell transplant (within 2 years of transplantation 

or taking immunosuppression therapy)

 Moderate or severe primary immunodeficiency (e.g., DiGeorge, Wiskott-Aldrich syndromes)

 Advanced or untreated HIV infection (i.e., CD4 cell count <200/mm3, history of an AIDS-

defining illness without immune reconstitution, or clinical manifestations of symptomatic HIV)

 Active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids (i.e., ≥20mg prednisone or equivalent per day 

for ≥2 weeks), alkylating agents, antimetabolites, transplant-related immunosuppressive 

drugs, cancer chemotherapeutic agents classified as severely immunosuppressive, TNF 

blockers, and other biologic agents that are immunosuppressive or immunomodulatory

*ACIP General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization;  CDC Yellow Book;  2013 IDSA Clinical Practice Guideline for Vaccination of the Immunocompromised Host

ACIP COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/19/2021

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/19/2021



 CDC recommends the following groups should receive a COVID-19 vaccine 
booster dose (Pfizer-BioNTech) after completing the Pfizer-BioNTech primary 
vaccine series:
• People 65 years of age and older
• Residents 18 years of age and older in long-term care settings
• People 50 through 64 years of age with underlying medical conditions

 CDC recommends the following groups may receive a COVID-19 vaccine booster 
dose (Pfizer-BioNTech) after completing their Pfizer-BioNTech primary vaccine 
series, based on their individual benefits and risks:
• People aged 18 through 49 years of age with underlying medical conditions
• People aged 18 through 64 years of age at increased risk for SARS-CoV-2 exposure and 

transmission because of occupational or institutional setting

 Administer a dose Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine at least 6 months after completion of 
the primary series 

Booster Doses 

ACIP COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations | CDC accessed 10/19/2021

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/19/2021

U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Product Information | CDC accessed 10/19/2021



COVID-19 Vaccine Products 



 Currently 3 products are available–

Janssen/Johnson & Johnson, Moderna 

and Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine products 

 Storage, preparation, dosage and 

schedule varies based on the product 

 Guidance may change as further 

information becomes available

ACIP COVID-19 Vaccination 

COVID-19 Vaccination Clinical and Professional Resources | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 Storing unpunctured vials: 
• Ultra-cold freezer at -90°C to -60°C (-130°F to -76°F) 

until expiration date 

• Freezer at -25°C to -15°C (-13°F to 5°F) for up to 2 weeks 

(cumulative)

o Vials stored in the freezer may be returned to 

ultracold storage ONCE 

• Refrigerator at 2°C to 8°C (35°F to 46°F) for up to 31 days

 Protect from light 

 Using beyond-use date labels, monitor 

time in freezer and refrigerator so as not to 

exceed beyond-use dates 
• Do NOT use vaccine after the beyond-use date 

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine:

Storage  

Administration Overview for Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 Frozen vials must be thawed before preparing 
– For immediate use, thaw frozen vials at room temperature 

[up to 25°C (77°F)] for 30 minutes (up to 2 hours)

– Vials may be thawed in the refrigerator [2°C to 8°C (35°F to 

46°F)]

 Using aseptic technique, mix vaccine with 1.8 

mL of 0.9% normal saline (preservative-free) 
– Vials must reach room temperature before dilution 

– Before and after dilution invert vaccine vial gently 10 times. 

Do not shake. 

 Store between 2°C to 25°C (35°F to 77°F) for 

up to 6 hours 
– Discard any unused vaccine after 6 hours 

 Vials can be handled in room light conditions 

Pfizer- BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine:

Preparation 

Administration Overview for Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 Age indications: 12 years of age and older 

 Dosage: 0.3 mL

 Route: Intramuscular injection 

 Site: Deltoid muscle in the upper arm

 Schedule: 
– Primary series: 2 doses separated by at least 21 days

– Additional dose for moderately to severely 

immunocompromised

– Booster:  1 dose at least 6 months after completion of the  

primary series for eligible persons   

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine:

Administration  

Administration Overview for Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine | CDC accessed 10/11/2021

Vaccine Administration: Intramuscular (IM) injections: Adults 19 years of age and older (cdc.gov) accessed 10/11/2021



 Store unpunctured vials in the: 
– Freezer at 50°C and -15°C (-58°F and 5°F)

– Refrigerator at 2°C to 8°C (35°F to 46°F) for up to 

30 days

 Protect from light 

 Do NOT refreeze thawed vaccine 

 Using beyond-use date labels, monitor 

time in the refrigerator so as not to 

exceed beyond-use dates 

 Do NOT use vaccine after the beyond-use date 

Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine:

Storage  

Administration Overview for Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 Store punctured vials between 2°C and 25°C 

(36°F and 77°F) for up to 12 hours. 
– Frozen vaccine must be thawed before using

– Discard any unused vaccine after 12 hours

 Age indications: 18 years of age and older 

 Dosage: 0.5 mL 

 Route: IM injection 

 Site: Deltoid muscle in the upper arm 

 Schedule: 
– Primary series: 2 doses separated by at least 28 days 

– Additional dose for moderately to severely 

immunocompromised

Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine: 

Preparation and Administration 

Administration Overview for Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 Store unpunctured vials in the 

refrigerator at 2°C to 8°C (35°F to 

46°F)* until the expiration date

 Protect from light 

 Do NOT freeze 

 Do NOT use vaccine after the 

expiration date 

Janssen/J & J COVID-19 Vaccine:

Storage 

Unpunctured vials of Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine may be stored between 9°C to 25°C (47°F to 77°F) for up to 12 hours.

Administration Overview for Johnson & Johnson's Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine | CDC accessed 10/18/2021



 Store punctured vials between 2°C and 

8°C (36°F and 46°F) for up to 6 hours*

– Discard any unused vaccine after 6 hours

 Age indications: 18 years of age and 

older 

 Dosage: 0.5 mL 

 Route: IM injection 

 Site: Deltoid muscle in the upper arm 

 Schedule: 
– Primary series: 1 dose 

Janssen/J & J COVID-19 Vaccine: 

Preparation and Administration 

*A punctured vial may be stored at room temperature (9°C to 25°C [47°F to 77°F]) for up to 2 hour

Administration Overview for Johnson & Johnson's Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine | CDC accessed 10/18/2021



 COVID-19 vaccines and other vaccines may be administered without regard to timing*
– Includes simultaneous administration of COVID-19 vaccines and other vaccines on the same 

day, as well as coadministration within 14 days 

– It is not known if the reactogenicity of COVID-19 vaccines is increased with coadministration, 

including with vaccines known to be more reactogenic, such as adjuvanted vaccines or live 

vaccines

 Coadministration considerations 

– Patient is behind or at risk of becoming behind on recommended vaccines

– Patient’s risk of vaccine-preventable disease (e.g., during an outbreak or occupational 

exposure)

– Reactogenicity profile of the vaccines 

 Extensive experience with non-COVID-19 vaccines indicates immunogenicity and 

adverse event profiles are generally similar when vaccines are administered 

simultaneously as when they are administered alone

Coadministration with Other Vaccines

42*Best practices for multiple injections can be found at: Vaccine Administration Route and Site | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



 If multiple vaccines are administered at a single visit, administer each injection in a 

different injection site. For adolescents and adults, the deltoid muscle can be used 

for more than one intramuscular injection administered at different sites in the 

muscle

 Label each syringe with the name and the dosage (amount) of the vaccine, lot 

number, the initials of the preparer, and the exact beyond-use time, if applicable

 Separate injection sites by 1 inch or more, if possible

 Administer the COVID-19 vaccines and vaccines that may be more likely to cause a 

local reaction (e.g., tetanus-toxoid-containing and adjuvanted vaccines) in different 

limbs, if possible

Best Practices for Coadministration of Vaccines

Vaccine Administration Route and Site | CDC accessed 10/11/2021



Observation Period Following Vaccination

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/11/2021

 History of immediate allergic reaction  to a vaccine 

or injectable therapy

 Contraindication to a different type of COVID-19 

vaccine

 History of anaphylaxis due to any cause

 All other people

30 minutes

15 minutes



COVID-19 Vaccine 

Contraindications and Precautions 



 To identify people with 

contraindications and precautions to 

vaccination

 Available in multiple languages

Screening for Contraindications and 

Precautions 

U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Product Information | CDC accessed 10 18/2021

English: Prevaccination Checklist for COVID-19 Vaccines Information for Healthcare Professionals (cdc.gov) 46



 Contraindications to vaccination with COVID-19 vaccines
• Severe allergic reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) after a previous dose or to a component of the COVID-19 vaccine

• Immediate allergic reaction* of any severity to a previous dose or known (diagnosed) allergy to a component 

of the vaccine

 People with a contraindication to one of the mRNA COVID-19 vaccines should not 

receive doses of either of the mRNA vaccines (Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna)
• People with a contraindication to mRNA COVID-19 vaccines may be able to receive Janssen COVID-19 vaccine, 

and vice versa 

• Known polysorbate allergy is no longer a contraindication to mRNA vaccination but is a contraindication to 

Janssen COVID-19 vaccine and thus, a precaution to mRNA COVID-19 vaccination

Contraindications to COVID-19 Vaccination

*Immediate allergic reaction to a vaccine or medication is defined as any hypersensitivity-related signs or symptoms consistent with urticaria, angioedema, respiratory distress 

(e.g., wheezing, stridor), or anaphylaxis that occur within four hours following administration.

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/21/2021



 Precaution to vaccination with COVID-19 vaccines
• A history of an immediate allergic reaction to any other vaccine or injectable therapy*

 Most people deemed to have a precaution to a COVID-19 vaccine at the time of 
their vaccination appointment can and should be administered vaccine

 People with a contraindication to one type of currently authorized COVID-19 
vaccines (e.g., mRNA) have a precaution to the other (e.g., Janssen viral vector)
• Consultation with an allergist-immunologist or the Clinical Immunization Safety 

Assessment COVIDvax should be considered because of potential cross-reactive 
hypersensitivity between COVID-19 vaccines

• Vaccination should only be undertaken in an appropriate setting under the supervision of a 
health care provider experienced in the management of severe allergic reactions

Precautions to COVID-19 Vaccines

*People with a history of an immediate reaction to a vaccine or injectable therapy that contains multiple components, one or more of which is a component of a COVID-19 

vaccine, have a precaution to vaccination with that COVID-19 vaccine even if it is unknown which component elicited the allergic reaction.

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/21/2021 48



 Polyethylene glycol (PEG) is an ingredient in both mRNA COVID-19 vaccines

 Polysorbate 80 is an ingredient in Janssen COVID-19 vaccine

 PEG and polysorbate are structurally related, and cross-reactive hypersensitivity 

between these compounds may occur

Potential Cross-reactive Hypersensitivity Between COVID-19 

Vaccines: Polyethylene glycol and polysorbate

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/21/2021 49



Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC accessed 10/11/2021

Interim Clinical Considerations 

Job Aids 

 Summary for interim clinical considerations  

 COVID-19 vaccine administration errors and 

deviations 

 Preparing for the potential management of 

anaphylaxis at COVID-19 vaccination sites



 Guidance may change as further information becomes 

available

 Sign up for updates: 
– Interim clinical considerations for the use of COVID-19 Vaccines 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-

vaccines-us.html

– COVID-19 vaccination: Clinical resources for each COVID-19 vaccine

• Janssen/J & J www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-

product/janssen/index.html

• Moderna www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-

product/moderna/index.html

• Pfizer-BioNTech www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-

product/pfizer/index.html

Staying Current 



CDC Healthcare Professional Resources 



Provide clinicians with the most 

up-to-date information on 

immunization

Multiple products available free 

through the CDC website:
- Immunization courses and webinars

- You Call the Shots self-study modules

Continuing education available 

 Sign up for e-mail alerts 

CDC Resources for Staff Education 

Immunization Education and Training: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/index.html. Accessed 2/4/2020. 

Your e-mail address here 



Vaccine Administration Resources 

CDC vaccine administration resource library 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/resource-library.html



COVID-19 Vaccination Clinical Resources 

CDC COVID-19 Vaccination www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html



Vaccinate with Confidence: Responding to Dynamics Shared 

by Recent Outbreaks

Pockets of low 
vaccination

Myths & 
misinformation

Vaccine access



Vaccinate with Confidence. Accessed 10/23/2021.

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccinate-with-confidence.html

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/partners/vaccinate-with-confidence.html



#HowIRecommend Video Series 

#HowIRecommend video series www.cdc.gov/vaccines/howirecommend/index.html Accessed 2/4/2020.



 Questions?  E-mail CDC                                                         www.cdc.gov/cdcinfo

 Vaccines and immunizations website                               www.cdc.gov/vaccines

 COVID-19 Vaccine                                 www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html

 Influenza www.cdc.gov/flu

 HCP education www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp.htm

 Vaccine conversation materials 
– Parents                        www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/conversations/index.html

– Adult patients                                          www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/adults/for-patients/adults-all.html

Immunization Questions? 


